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New Christmas Gifts
May Kiethline, Extension Specialist

pleasure can be derived from making Christmas gifts if we
M UCH
begin early. We are living in a practical age and should no longer

spend time making unsuitable articles. Think of the living conditions
and needs of each person whom we wish to remember with a gift. The
homemaker may be given articles which will help to beautify her home,
some aid for caring for clothing, a household article or some personal
garment or accessory. A person who travels considerably will appreci
ate cases for toilet articles, shoe bags and covers for dresses. A college
girl likes accessories, dainty undergarments, and furnishings to make her
room more attractive. The young man in college finds a lounging robe
a useful gift. Men and boys like nice cotton broadcloth and silk shirts
and good looking scarfs. Children enjoy cloth dolls and animals and doll
furniture. Decide first upon an appropriate gift; buy good materials
and suitable colors; put good workmanship on your gift and after carefui
pressing, inclose the gift with a seasonable greeting card in a colorful
gift package.
BAGS :-Some very attractive bags are made from a five and ten·
cent dish cloth with bright yarn run in and out the wide, square meshes
of the cloth. Use a· blunt, long-eyed needle. Cut the desired size; work
in the desired pattern and machine stitch the side seams. Turn in raw
edge at top one-half inch and single crochet over the cord: Line the bag
with silk; .satin or mercerized cotton. Germantown ya,rn, Shetland floss
or wool and silk yarn may be used. Two shades of brown, red, rose, blue,
green or lavender are suitable. A little black or cream may be used to
bring out the coloring.
A school bag may be made of any durable material. Denim or burlap
make serviceable bags.. Make them envelope shape and snap or button
the flap. The edges may be bound; the handle may be of half-inch cable
cord covered with the material. The school bag shown in ·Figure I (a) is
made by appliquing the roof, windows, doors and flowers. Turn these
designs under and fell the pieces into place. These- tiny stitches should
be covered with black outline stitch. The flowers may be appliqued or
the stems outlined and flowers and leaves worked in loop stitch. The
handle is cable cord covered with material. Line with a durable material.
The bag shown in Figure I (b) is made of homespun or similar loosely
woven material. The bag may be done in a neutral color with a band of
cream or white on which is an embroidered design done in wool yarn.
The handle is made of cable cord or rope covered with the material of
the bag. Yarn is used to decorate the material" on the handle. The top_
of the bag is finished with a blanket stitch. It may be lined with silk,
satin or mercerized material. A convenient size is 10 inches by 12 inches
but any size may be made.
A button bag is illustrated in Figure I(c). It may be made of any
plain cotton material. The base is a square cardboard covered with the
material. This makes the divisions for the pockets which are sewed on
the outside of the bag. These pockets are about one-half the width of the
bag and are buttoned to the main part of the bag. Interesting designs
may be embroidered using buttons for the heads of the figures. The holes
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in the buttons serve as the eyes. The nose, mouth and hair are drawn.
An inscription such as "Rich man, poor man, beggarman, thief, doctor,
lawyer, merchant, chief," using two figures for each side of the bag, or
"Button, button, who has the button?" may be used. The. edges of pockets
and base and top of bag may be finished with bias binding. A casing is
made for the draw string at the top.
The closet bag in Figure l(d) is a long bag that fits inside the closet
door. It has large and small pockets, shoe bags, two sections for um
brellas and a strap at top for the whisk broom. It requires three and one
eighth yards denim and eighteen yards of tape. A monogram may be
worked on the flap of the large pocket. If one does not wish to make
such a co�plete bag, a shoe bag may be made to hold from four to eight
pairs of shoes. The bag may be· made of cretonne or of plain material
pairs of shoes. The bag may be made of cretonne or of plain material but
have the color the same as the receiver of the gift is using in her room.
For three pairs of shoes, cut the back of the bag twenty inches wide
and twenty-eight and one-half inches long. Cut two pocket strips ten by
thirty-three inches. Bind the two pocket strips along one edge. Pin
pocket strips on back so there are three pockets six and one-half inches
wide with a one-inch pleat at each side. Stitch the top row of pockets
on upside down. These may be turned into place and stitched again.
Stitch the pocket at the sides. The edge should be bound. Fasten loops
or rings at the top for hanging.
The work basket pictured in Figure II is made to hang on the arm of a
chair. The handles from two grape baskets are removed and attached to
one of the baskets. The handles and basket should be covered with ma
terial which will harmonize with the chair on which it is to be hung. In
side pockets may be placed in the
basket.
FABRIC PAINTING: - Fabric
painting is largely taking the place
of embroidery for scarfs, shawls,
dresses, wall pieces, pillows, hand
kerchiefs and screens. Spread a
piece of smooth blotting paper on
a drawing board. The pattern to '
be used may be placed next if the
.. · .. ·.
material is sheer enough to show
'
· through.
Hot iron pattern or
transfer patterns may be used. If
paper is blackened with a soft lead , ·
.. . ..
pencil and the blackened side laid
t,: , ;,·��
next to the material and then the 'tit 1 .. �,.,,, . 5�
design traced, the line will be more e.
delicate than carbon paper. The
material is next placed and thumb
tacks used to hold these. The oiled
paper tubes are then about half
filled with the plastic. Figure III �;.-..·:::,,,;.r\.L>�:C<'«<.""-\
(a). The plastic is inclosed in the c..
cone by folding the top down. The
end of the cone is clipped the least
Fil!'. 1.-Ral!'s with

F�_;;f

a definite purpose
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bit if you want a fine line and
more if you want a heavy line.
Press top of cone firmly but gently,
forcing the plastic substance from
the hole in the end of the cone and
follow the outline just as you would
with a pencil. Figure III(b). Dust
the colored powder over the liquid
outline. A soft brush should be
used for this. Figure III(c). After
the outlines have been made, the
designs may be filled in with fab
ric paints. The plastic, powders
and paints are obtained in many
colors.
TRANSFER PAINTING:-To be
Fig-. n.-A convenient and attractive work up to date, we should have some
basket
garment that is painted. Not everyone can do this by the methods formerly used but the transfer
painting affords us a new quick and easy method.
Wall paper
designs can be transferred to any material that has an absorbent
surface. A varnished or glazed surface will not take the transfer
but materials such as cloth fabrics, paper, parchment, plain wood
and leather will.
Cut out design carefully from the wall paper.
Any wall paper will do although some are more satisfactory. First cut
a piece, lay four thicknesses of ordinary wrapping paper on a smooth,
hard surface. Pour some of the specially prepared fluid into a plate or
saucer. Submerge the wall paper design in this liquid. Place it right
side up on a piece of paper to absorb the extra fluid, then place it face
down on your material, cover with a piece of wrapping paper. Press
firmly with the base of the bottle, rub in one direction only, doing a
small portion of the design at a time. To remove design from material,
pull on the bias, being careful not to stretch material. If a small por
tion is not as distinct as it should be, moisten it again and repeat. On
materials that cannot be pulled on the bias, lift the design from one cor
ner. Change the wrapping paper if there is the slightest trace of the
design on it, otherwise the work will be stained; this is especially true
on very thin fabrics such as chiffon and georgette.
WALL HANGINGS:-Wall hangings may be made on mohair, silk,
satin, velvet, or firm cotton. Select a suitable design and do with the
cone work. Wall hangings should be lined. Heavy sateen is suitable.
The edges may be finished- with a tapestry banding or suitable braid. To
prevent the panel from sagging, make a casing in the lining at the top
and run in a wood or metal rod. Sew loops of cord or rings along the
top of the casing by which to hang the panel.
SHAWL-WRAPS :-Shawl-wraps of fringed silk, which may be painted
or embroidered and metal squares with plain borders, are much used.
These may be draped to look like a made-up evening wrap. With the
metal square, one border is folded back to form a collar. The borders,
which then fall down the front, are taken in the hands and held together
at a point near the hip, line. "Hutch" the shoulders for an instant, pull
the wrap snugly around the hips, then relax shoulders and the wrap folds
in a bloused line in back. The wrap is held by the hands to keep it
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draped. The metal square has a colored brocade with threads of silver
or gold and a plain border of the color or silver or gold cloth.
PILLOWS:-Quilted pillows are much used. Designs may be secured
from art stores. For the living room or boudoir, taffeta or radium in
bright or pale shades may be selected. Figure IV(d). For the porch use
ginghams or English prints as in (a). Two layers of lamb's wool or
three layers of sheet wadding is used under the design. Sewing silk to
match, of a different shade or contrasting color may be used for the silk
and mercerized thread for the radium. The cotton cover is quilted with
cotton thread.
The patch work pillow is particularly popular. This may be of silk as
in Figure IV (a) or of gingham and English prints for the sun-parlor or
porch.
A 111h inch boxed pillow requires three-fourths of a yard of 36-inch
material. It is usually made with a boxed side two inches wide and the
edges are corded as in (g).
Fabric paints .make a gorgeous pillow. Transfer patterns are available
for this work. Figure (f). Colorful designs done in tap,estry yarn on
a black background are effective, shown in (g).
Boudoir pillows are made of lace and embroidery in pastel shades of
silk, organdy or voile. The shape may be round, square, oblong, heart
shaped, three-cornered or semi-circular. Organdy or taffeta may be used
to make a rose pillow. The leaves are cut the shape of rose petals, the
edges are rolled. They are sewed in a circle around the pillow so they
overlap a trifle. The center of the pillow may be three organdy roses and
some organdy leaves. Figure IV(b) and (c).
GIFTS FOR MEN:-Men's scarfs may be made of plaid or striped
surah silk squares. The edges may be hemmed by machine. Men's hand
kerchiefs are made of colored linen with hand-rolled hems and embroid
ered initials. Pajamas may be made of flannelette, broadcloth or pongee
with white rayon frogs.
GESSO CRAFT:-Gesso may be made by mixing l14 cup whiting, 1h
cup glue, 3 tsp. varnish, 3 tsp. linseed oil. Mix thoroughly in order given
When properly mixed, it should stand up in folds when stirred. If the
folds fade out of sight, add more whiting until they do stand up. Use a
cheap, slow drying varnish. Either raw or boiled linseed oil may be used.
If too thick, add shellac a drop at a time. Apply with a pallette knife.
A paring knife may be used satisfactorily. Before applying gesso to
gloss, give it a coating of shellac and allow shellac to dry thoroughly be-

f\.
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Fig. III.-Steps in fabric painting.
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Fig. IV.-Boudoir, living room and porch pillows.

fore using gesso. When gesso is to be used on wood, rub on a sizing of
glue and allow to dry before applying gesso. When applied to a smooth
metal, sandpaper the surface until it is roughened considerably, then app,ly
gesso. If the metal surface has a polish, use an acid to remove the polish.
To give a scrolled effect, apply with the knife and spread evenly over a
small surface. With the tip of the knife, make a circular motion through
the gesso, forming the scrolls. For a deep scroll apply gesso thick.
Proceed until the surface is covered. To make a smooth background,
apply gesso and dip knife into water and smooth the gesso as you would
frosting. To make stippled effect, apply gesso as for scrolled effect and
when almost set, tap the gesso slowly and carefuUy about one inch with
the stiff bristles of a brush. The motion with the brush draws the gesso
upward and leaves tiny points over the surface. To form raised effects,
a plain or stippled background should be applied over the entire surface
and allow to dry 24 hours before
proceeding. The pattern may be
drawn on by using carbon paper.
Ap,ply gesso over the pattern; In
making large figured patterns, use
an ornamenting tube. The gesso is
inserted in the tube and used the
same as when frosting a cake. Fas
ten one of the fancy endings to the
tube and squeeze over the patterns.
Allow to dry slowly in a cool place
for 24 hours. Apply a coat of shel
lac and dry.
For bronzing and coloring, mix
Fig. V.-Possibilities for Gesso craft, painting bronze powder (1 tsp.) in 2 tsp.
banana oil. Mix well and apply
or wax work.
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Fig. VI.-Fett, yarn and silk flowers.

with paint brush. Dry for ten minutes. Squeeze out a bit of oil paint
from a tube into a teaspoon of turpentine. Mix well and apply with paint
brush. . Allow paint to dry for a fe'w minutes and then rub the articles
with a soft cloth-this brings out the high spots and the paint sinks down
into the hollows. Apply paint until the desired shade is obtained.
Candle sticks, lamp bases, bowls, vases, picture frames, placques, book
ends, door stops, desk sets, telephone screens, magazine baskets and wall
scenes are inexpensive and attractive articles made using the gesso craft.
NEGLIGEES :-These may be made of crepe de chine, flat crepe, ray
on, wash satin, voile, silk and wool or cotton crepe and fabric painting, an
embroidered design, lace, ribbon or bias bands may be used as trimming.
Matinees make acceptable gifts. Bed jackets are much appreciated by
anyone w'ho is ill. They should be
dainty. There are many patterns to
select from for these garments.
HAND BAGS:-These are an im
portant accessory and can easily be
made to match any costume. Make
envelope shape and size desired. The
bag should have an inner lining of
muslin which should be cut a trifle
smaller than the lining. The lining
and covering may be cut the same.
Feather bone should be tacked invis
ibly to the lining at the top and bot
tom and end of the flap. Use snaps
to fasten. Inside pockets may be
added. A strap of the material or a
silk cord may be used for the handle.
Fabric painting or embroidery may . Fiir. VTI.-Necessary aids in the care of·
be used on these handbags.
clothing

8
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Crepe twist bags are very attractive and much used. Directions for
making these can be secured from commercial house.
HAND MADE FLOWERS:-Flowers often add sophistication to the en
semble. They may be made of felt or yarn for the sport costume and of
silk, satin or velvet for the dress-up coat or gown. - Accompanying the
demonstration are patterns and instructions for the felt flowers illustrated in Figure VI(a).
Gay boutonniers in VI(b) are made of Germantown yarn. Use green,
tan or gray yarn for the foundation for the flowers and stems. Wind
around first and second fingers of left hand ten times fasten loops to
gether at one end. On these ten loops, five little flowers are formed.
Put a pin through each loop which will form the center of the flower.
Work five petals by taking six stitches through the yarn just below pin
which holds loop, ending the thread underneath flower. Cut close to
petals. Complete the cluster the same way and add as many clusters as
desired. A tapestry needle works best. Several shades of one color may
be used for the flower or each cluster may be of a different color.
The taffeta roses in Figure VI(c) are made by using two shades of
any desired color. The petals are made from 2 14 and 4-inch squares of
silk. Fold each square through the center diagonally to form a triangle
and gather the straight sides closely and fasten, leaving the diagonal fold
to form a rounded petal. The petals are sewed in a circle around sta
mens which are attached to a stem. ·The leaves are made of 4-inch
squares folded in triangles and cut on the diagonal line. Fold the tri
angle together and sew the short sides together, turn, gather the raw
edge end catch securely in place at the back of the petal. Stems and stamens can be purchased where paper-flower supplies are kep,t. Cording
may be used for the stems.
THE GIFT PACKAGE:-A box may be wrapped with scarlet or green
paper and tied with gold or silver tinsel cord or sealed with gold or silver
tape or seals. Some may like a silver-wrapped package tied with a cord
or ribbon to which is attached tiny sleigh bells. Silver-flecked black pa
per is interesting if latticed with green ribbon. There are gorgeous batik
wrappers which may be tied with corresponding shades of yarn. Dark
blue tissue may have gay seals in designs suggestive of trees or Christmas
decorations. White tissue is interesting when tied with holly-printed
tape or ribbon with rosette on top. Flat objects may be folded and in
closed in an envelope made from brilliantly patterned paper. The flap
may be fastened with Christmas stickers, sealing wax, gay ribbon, tinsel
cord or narrow passe-partout binding. Wall p,aper with soft colored de
signs may be used with the borders serving as the tape.
CHRISTMAS CARDS :-Cut Christmas designs from crepe paper and
transfer to card using the transfer liquid. Any unglazed paper may be
used for the cards. The cards may he cut bell-shaped, the design may be
used as a border and the card cut out following the design or the design
may be placed on a rectangular card. Appropriate verses or greetings
may be p•rinted or written with colored ink or paints. Much individuality
may be expressed in cards of this kind.
F.xtP.nsiori SP.rvirP.
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